CASE STUDY:   Life in the Thar Desert
The Thar Desert in Rajasthan has an extreme climate with very little rainfall and high temperatures. People living here adapt to harsh conditions by wearing loose cotton clothes and building thick mud houses that keep interiors cool. Water is scarce, so villagers store rainwater in tanks and use it carefully. Occupations mainly include animal rearing, handicrafts, and trade. Camels are widely used for transport and are known as the “ships of the desert.” Vegetation such as cactus and thorny bushes grows in this region. Despite difficulties, people maintain a rich cultural life with festivals, music, and traditional practices.
1.Assertion (A): People in the Thar Desert build houses with thick walls.
Reason (R): Thick walls help keep houses cool during the day and warm at night.
2.Assertion (A): Camels are commonly used as transport in desert regions.
Reason (R): Camels can survive long periods without water and walk easily on sand.
3. Ramesh visits a desert village and notices that people store rainwater in underground tanks. What is the main reason for this practice?
a) To increase rainfall
b) To decorate houses
c) To grow forest plants
d) To conserve scarce water resources
4. A family from a desert region plans to build a new house. Which feature would be most suitable for desert conditions?
a) Large glass windows and thin walls
b) Thick mud walls and small windows 
c) Wooden walls and open roof
d) Underground swimming pool.
Subjective Questions 
1. Explain how people in desert regions adapt their lifestyle to cope with extreme climatic conditions. Give examples related to clothing, housing, and occupation. (5)
2. Describe the challenges faced by people living in desert regions and explain the methods they use to conserve water and manage resources effectively. (5)
